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Culture Corner: Hurricane Katrina: The tragedy of
New Orleans
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Vocabulary
World Events

() Listen and say.
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Close your books and

say a few things you

remember about the

events that

happened in the 21st e Microsoft Corporation
century. . .. the first ever tablet PC.

¢ technological invention
¢ volcanic eruption

* huge tropical storm

* mine collapse

e earthquake e tsunami

_ee®%%%cee,

a) Look at the events in the . .
q d | h ... TP T Lo | In 2010, 33 men were 2)
pICtUI’ES and comp ete the e . e ° from a collapsed mine in the Atacama
sentences with: hit, rescued,
launched, caused, erupted.

b) Match the events in Ex. 1
to the pictures (A-E).

.
.
.
."coo.

(. Listen to extracts from RV (B0 Ay Y N
two news reports. Which \\ie '
of the events in the

headlines is each about?

oo
e ®*esvesse®® o®

In 2005, Hurricane Katrina 3) ...................
massive flooding and loss of life in New

In2011,a9.0 erthquake 5)
ollowed by a huge tsunami that killed



1@ Volcano chasers

Vocabulary
Volcanic eruptions

1 (JListen and say. Use the
picture and the captions to
tell the class what happens
when a volcano erupts.

Listening & Reading

2 a) Read the title of the text,
the introduction and the
first sentence in each
paragraph. What is the
text about?

(., Listen, read and check.

volcano, erupt, grab, heat, burn, lava
flow, ground shakes, deafening roar, take
off, acid, flaming hot lava, freelance,
stunning photograph, in high demand,
dedicated, dormant volcano, steam, block
the view, mystify, prevent, be worth it, be
on the scene, spectacular shot, lava
fountain, jet of lava, shoot up, shelter,
boulder, take precautions, poisonous gas,
sharp, admit, matter of survival

o -

Ash and gas g
fly up into the
atmosphere K

Rocks and Ty
lava erupt out S
of the crater

Snee W0, Lava pushes through
= vents in the side of the
: volcano

¥
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When a volcano erupts, most people want to get as far away as
possible, as quickly as they can! German engineer Martin Rietze,
on the other hand, grabs his camera and tries to get as close as
he can and stay alive at the same time!

He’s so close that he can feel the heat burning his face even
through his gas mask. The lava flow is about thirty-six feet away
and it’s getting closer every second. The ground beneath his feet
is shaking and there is a deafening roar like a plane taking off. He
can’t stay this close for too long because the gases and acids will
destroy his camera, but Martin Rietze waits just long enough to
see flaming hot lava and ash explode out of the nearby crater —
and gets the perfect shot.

Martin is a freelance photographer whose stunning photographs
of volcanic eruptions are in high demand with newspapers and
magazines all over the world. He is one of a small but dedicated
group of volcano chasers. When a dormant volcano becomes
active, they book the first flight to be as near as possible to it, set
up camp and wait, sometimes for as long as two weeks. It takes a
lot of patience as a volcano can erupt at any time, night or day
and clouds, fog and steam often block the view. The final results
though, like Martin’s shots of volcanic lightning — a phenomenon
that still mystifies scientists — are definitely worth it!

When the Eyjafjallajékull volcano in Iceland erupted in 2010 and
ash clouds closed airspace over Northern Europe, Martin was
already on the scene for some of his most spectacular shots. After
spending three sleepless nights in freezing temperatures, Martin
got within three feet of the lava flow and even took photos of lava
fountains - jets of lava that shoot up as high as a thirty-story
building! He didn’t get any sleep because the volcano was
throwing out rocks the size of cars, so for most of the time he was
sheltering behind a large boulder!

Martin says that he’s had more accidents when mountain climbing
than volcano chasing, but that doesn’t stop him from taking
precautions because this is a job where safety is a priority. Goggles
and a gas mask provide protection from poisonous gases, but
gloves are just as important because fresh lava can be as sharp as a
knife. Volcano chasing is quite risky. As Martin admits, “One has to
know when it is safe to come near and when it is a matter of survival
to stay away - sometimes many miles away!”



.o and for questions 1-5,
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choose the best answer
A, B, Cor D. Justify your
answers.

1 Martin Rietze can't stay near a
& volcano for a long time because ...
= A it's bad for his equipment.

B he can't stand the heat.
C it's too loud.

D it's dangerous for his health.

Volcano chasers have to be ...
A very active.

B talented scientists.

C patient.

D freelancers.

When the Eyjafjallajokull volcano
difficult for

erupted, it was
Martin to ...

A get a flight to Iceland.
B find somewhere to stay.

C get close enough to take good

photos.
D protect himself from flying
rocks.

It seems that Martin ...

A doesn’t take enough safety
precautions.

B understands the risks he’s
taking.

C often gets injured.

D underestimates the dangers of

volcano chasing.

Martin suggests that ...

A he sometimes takes photos
he knows it's too

when
dangerous.

B volcano chasing is for anyone.
C volcanoes aren’t as dangerous

as people think.

D a volcano is sometimes too
dangerous to photograph up

close.

w
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Match the words in bold in the text to their synonyms.
What part of speech is each? rock, earth, devoted, puzzles,
moving up and down, not employed by others, prevent you from
seeing, hiding, safety measures.

Use words from the box in the
correct form to complete the sentences.

The 3300 ft Chilean Chaiten v..........ccocee.... Brrerrerrerreeeeeieas
last Thursday for the first time after thousands of years.
Thed...oooooeviine Feeeeeeneeeeenene scared people who hurried
to evacuate the area.

The dueevvvveeeeeeeenn. Verriireereeeeeeeninnns awoke after 9,000 years
of silence.

P (o R caused breathing problems for residents.
Freeererieeeene, TR Lo, started flowing
down the volcano.

Clouds of steam and ash b............c......... the Voo

for miles, making it difficult to see.

G Csee .
rammar pp. 114-116;

(Tense revision)

Put the verbs in parentheses in the simple present, present
progressive, simple past, past progressive, present perfect or
the present perfect progressive. Give reasons.

JONN oo (trip) and ........ccoevvviins
(cut) hisknee ashe .....cccoevvvevvevneennnns (walk) up the volcano.
Martin .....ooovvvveeiiiieeeeeeee e, (not/reach) the crater yet.
CREIS oottt (wait) to get the perfect
shot since 5 o’clock this morning.

ThEY oo, (go) volcano surfing tomorrow.
Luke often .......ccocovvvvininininiiiee, (go) mountain climbing.
WE e (leave) for Chile next Monday.
People ..ooveieeieieeee e (look) at the volcano as lava

.......................... (flow) down during the eruption last night.

Use the adverbs to make sentences about you: every day,
last week, at this time last Monday, ago, yet, now, for a month,
already, since last weekend.

Speaking & Writing
mﬁﬂ( Imagine you are Martin Rietze and you are

close to an erupting volcano. What has happened? What
can you hear and see? How do you feel? In three minutes,
write a few sentences on the topic. Read them to the
class or your partner. Start like this: The volcano has just
erupted. | can hear ...
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remote, canyon, sacrifice, climbing = 2
gear, first aid kit, crack, disaster
struck, boulder, trap, canyon wall,
struggle, get free, chip away at,
exhaustion, dehydration, delirious,
blunt penknife, administer first aid,
be missing, notify authorities, rescue
crew, live life to the fullest, prosthetic
arm, motivational speaker, disabled
athlete, troubled teenager,
desperate struggle, loved ones

faint with exhaustion | | slam a door
& dehydration — see

a doctor

twist/sprain your ankle —
go to hospital

Vocabulary

Accidents & injuries

1 2 (., Listen and say.

b) Have you ever had any accidents similar to these?

Tell the class what happened.

I once twisted my ankle. | had to go to the hospital.

Reading

a) Look at the picture and read the title and the

introduction. What sacrifice do you think Aron had
to make? Read to find out.

“Xb When 27-year-old Aron Ralston set out to climb in the
remote Blue John Canyon in Utah one Sunday in May 2003, he had no idea

that he would have to make an incredible sacrifice to stay alive.

Aron had gone climbing alone many times before, only
this time, he hadn’t told anyone where he was going
and he didn’t even take his cellphone. Apart from his
climbing gear, Aron carried only a backpack containing
a small first aid kit, a knife, a video camera, one liter of

water, and a few snacks. [l

Aron had been climbing all day and was about to stop,
but as he was crossing a 3-foot wide crack in the
canyon, disaster struck; an 800-pound boulder moved

and trapped his arm against the canyon wall. [Pl
There was no way he could move.

At first Aron hoped that help would arrive, but nobody
came. He struggled to get free, and using his penknife,
tried to chip away at the boulder without success.

EBl Aron used his video camera to keep a video

diary and then to record a goodbye message to his

parents. Fighting exhaustion and dehydration, Aron

became more and more delirious.

On the fifth day, Aron reached a decision to do the
one thing - the only thing - that could save his life:

to cut off his own arm. |EJIl] He used his

body weight to bend his arm until he felt it break. Then,
using his blunt penknife, he slowly cut through his arm.
The whole procedure took an hour. He administered
first aid to himself, then he fixed a rope to the rock and
climbed down nearly 70 feet to the canyon floor. After
hiking 5 miles, he came across a Dutch family who gave
him water and helped him to walk on.

Meanwhile, Aron’s friends and family had realized he
was missing and notified authorities who found out
Aron had used his credit card to buy groceries in Moab,
Utah. When a rescue helicopter crew finally spotted
him, the rescuers were amazed to see Aron walking
back to his truck. He hardly needed them to rescue him!

IHI With his prosthetic arm, he has become a better
climber than before his accident. He also works as a
motivational speaker, helping disabled athletes and
troubled teenagers. In 2010, a blockbuster movie
came out about his experience called 727 hours, the
exact amount of time he spent trapped. Aron

still revisits Blue John Canyon to remember his
desperate struggle to survive and return to

his loved ones.

on your finger —
be very painful
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Past perfect & past perfect
progressive

e

bang your head —
put ice on it 4 Read the theory and find examples in
the text in Ex. 2.

slip & break your
arm — put on a cast

badly gash your
leg — have stitches

b) Read the text again. Five
sentences are missing. Match
the sentences (A-F) to the
blanks (1-5). There is one
extra sentence. Justify your
answers. We use the past perfect progressive (had/hadn't + been + verb -ing) for

an action that had been happening for a period of time before another action
A It crushed Aron’s arm so tightly he in the past. She had been waiting for ten hours before help arrived.
could only feel his fingertips. Time expressions: for, since
B If he didn't rescue himself now, he | We can use the past perfect or the past perfect progressive for an action which
wouldn’t have the strength to do it | finished in the past and whose results were visible in the past. They were very
later. happy because they had managed to reach the top of the mountain. He
C It was a struggle for him to get free. was very tired. He had been hiking all day. (emphasis on duration)

D Aron hasn't let his accident stop him I Put the verbs in the past perfect or the past perfect progressive.
from living life to the fullest.

E He felt sure he would be back

We use the past perfect (had/hadn't + past participle) for an action that
happened before another action in the past. He had left before she arrived.
Time expressions: before, after, until, by the time, already, yet

1 By the time we arrived, it .......cccocevirinennnn (stop) snowing.
before nightfall. 2 Jane's feet were aching because she ........cccoovviiiiiicicinns

F Four days and freezing cold nights ~ wrooeeemeemmesssssssmmsnssssssssn (walk) since early that morning.

passed with Aron in terrible pain and 3 Most people ........cccoovviiiiiiii (leave) the
surviving on just sips of water and t(_)W” before the volcano erupted.
pieces of chocolate 4 Simon got lost because he ..o

(not/take) a map with him.
5 Julia and Amy were soaking wet because they ....................
............................................... (hike) in the rain.

3 Complete the summary using
words/phrases from the
box in the
correct form. G Use the phrases to make sentences. Put the verbs in bold
in the past perfect or the past perfect progressive. Use the

Aron Ralston, an experienced climber, went | )
adjectives in the phrases to talk about you.

on a trip into the remote Blue John

1) ............................... o 1 Jeff/h _ 'n f'rst r' e. 2L c /t‘ d_ ork/a” morn'n .
He hadn’t told anyone where he was going appy = WIn TIISt prize; 2 Lucyftired =W 'n9:

and he only had a knife, a small 3 Betty/sad - fail the test; 4 they/exhausted - dig the garden/all
7 ,avideo ~ day; 5 Mark/thrilled - graduate from college

camera, and a few snacks with him.
Unfortunately, 3) ..ccccooeireiniiiiiinieiieas
while he was crossing a three-foot-wide

I was happy because | had passed my tests. | was tired because ... .

crack in the canyon. A 4) ......ccooevvvivniennnne. speaking & Wfifing

Comyon il Ho 9 e oot | 7« € Listen and read the text. Imagine you are

free, but he couldn’t. He was trapped for interviewing Aron for a TV show. Prepare questions and
five days and he suffered from 6) ............. answers. Present your TV interview to the class.

and 7) oo, . He decided to cut

Off his OWN arm USING a 8) v.vvvvvvvrvrrrrrn. to TV Presenter: Aron, great to have you on the show! Now, was this the
free himself. Meanwhile, his family had first time you had gone climbing alone? etc.

9) e who managed

to find him walking to his truck. 8 m Did Aron’s decision surprise you? Why? Do
Today, he has a 10) .......cccoocovvivnnrriiiiinnniiinss you agree with his decision? In three minutes, write a

i sl [ el @ et e few sentences. Tell your partner or the class.

11
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1 How do you think Hurricane

Katrina affected New Orleans? g %3

{,,) Listen and read to find out.

2 Read again and match the
subheadings (A-G) to the
paragraphs (1-6). There is
one extra heading. Compare
with your partner. Which
words helped you decide?

Surrounded by water
Gathering strength
Collapsing buildings
Moving on

The birth of the storm
Help at last

An awful situation

3 Match the words in bold with
their meanings: broke, manage,
moved from the sea to land,
sending people to a place of safety,
old people, in danger, asking
anxiously, stealing, announced.

OO mmOUOUNw >

4 Fillin: threat, recovery, beg,
declare, shelters, pump, tropical,
level, rise, struggle, lose, eye.

) storm; 2 ..o a state
of emergency; 3 the ................ of the
storm; 4 be under ................. from;
5 below sea .............. ; 6.in a temporary
............. ;7 waters ..o 8
for help; 9. to cope;
10 i, water out; 11 ...............

their lives; 12 make a slow .................

5 THingk! Imagine you lived

through Hurricane Katrina. Use
the phrases in Ex. 4 to narrate
your experience to the class.

6 {i‘-‘Find information

about a disaster that happened in

your/ another country. Find out:

what kind of disaster it was, when/why
it happened, what happened, what the

situation is now. Compare it to the
disaster in New Orleans.

E=\ HURRICANE KATRINA: =

THE TRAGEDY OF NEW ORLEANS
[1] |

On Tuesday, August 23, 2005, a tropical storm formed over the Bahamas,
about 350 miles east of Miami, Florida. By August 25, the storm had
strengthened and become Hurricane Katrina. Residents of the city of
New Orleans had no idea that within days, 80% of their city would be
underwater in one of the worst disasters in U.S. history.

2] |

Hurricane Katrina was one of the most powerful storms that has ever hit
the Atlantic coast with winds of over 170 miles per hour. As it became
stronger over the Gulf of Mexico, the mayor of New Orleans declared a
state of emergency and started evacuating the city. When the eye of the
storm missed the city by about 45 miles, everyone thought the worst
was over, but they were very wrong.

3] |

New Orleans has always been under threat from flooding. With the
Mississippi River on two sides, Lake Pontchartrain to the north and most
of the city 5-10 feet below sea level, a series of high walls, called levees,
protect it. As the hurricane came ashore, it brought a 26-feet high storm
surge that rode the rivers up to New Orleans, and smashed through the
levees.

(4]

Over a million residents had already left the city, but tens of thousands,
mainly the elderly and the poor, were in temporary shelters. As the
waters rose, people were begging for help on roofs, and neighborhoods
were suffering from looting and violence. Emergency services struggled
to cope.

5] |

Eventually, the military and the National Guard moved into the city and
began to get food and water to the desperate few that remained. After
43 days, army engineers pumped the last of the flood water out of the
city. Almost 1,500 people had lost their lives because of Hurricane
Katrina in New Orleans alone.

6] |

These days, New Orleans is making a slow recovery. The city has
improved the levees, the community is rebuilding itself, and everyone is
working hard to make sure that nothing like this will ever happen again.

T —

strengthen, residents, declare, state of emergency, evacuate, eye
of the storm, below sea level, come ashore, storm surge, smash,
looting, violence, emergency services, struggle to cope, the

military, desperate, army engineers, pump, slow recovery, rebuild
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o Everyday English b

- Channel 1 Channel 2 Channel 3
.30 i - . . .
Er?ﬁs)r/:,:q;gigs ; The Simpsons - Jamie's 30-minute Meals 4 Find sentences in
6.00 The Bold program - el - cooking show the dialogue which
. e Bo . g—
e a_ns(:);he 2 Wild! - wildlife  Sportsline - sports mean: Actually, I'm
6.30 The Dai Popera program program enjoying it. - Is there
oo " fonnkane Katina - How et you another option? - |
ntary Mother - sitco L i
7.00 American Idol - talent Big Brother - Deal or No D - ikl enjoy that. -
8 show reality show show r 0 Deal - game No problem.
.00 News & Weather Greyjs Anatomy - CSI: New York - police
hospital drama drama Intonation: echo
questions

5 Replace the underlined words
with what, how much, how long,
or what time.

{,,) Listen and check. Listen

1 Look at the TV guide. Which are your favorite/least again and say.
favorite TV shows? Why? Use the adjectives/phrases
boring, interesting, educational, funny, relaxing, exciting, thought-
provoking, silly, predictable, a waste of time, and your own

1 He's watching a horror movie.
He’s watching a what?

| ideas and tell your partner. 2 It's a documentary about floods.
3 The movie's on at 10 o’clock.
| I enjoy documentaries because I find them interesting and educational, 4 He's paid $10,000 a show.
but!hate.... 5 The Simpsons have been running
2 (. Listen and say. Pay attention to the intonation. for over 20 years.
* What are you watching this for? e It's nearly finished. S .
: . eakin
* What's on later? ¢ Why don’t you look in the TV guide? P 9
¢ | like the sound of that. e Isn't there anything else on? 6 It's 5:50. Decide what
* As long as we can change the channel at 8. ¢ That's fine with me! to watch on TV. Use the
. . sentences in Ex. 2 and the TV
3 (., Listen and read the dialogue. What do Andy and .
. guide to act out your own
Becky decide to watch on TV? What TV show starts at 8? .
dialogue. Follow the plan.

Andy: What are you watching this for? Documentaries are boring!
Becky: | happen to find it interesting. Anyway, it's nearly finished. o 0
Andy: What's on later? Express your
Becky: Idon't know. Why don’t you look in the TV guide? dislike for
Andy: OK. Well, after this there’s a reality show on Channel 2 or what’s on TV.
a game show on Channel 3. Ask B what's
Becky: | can’t stand game shows and | don't like reality shows on later.
either. Isn't there anything else on? Tell B two
Andy: American Idol is on Channel 1. We can watch that. options.
Becky: What is it?
Andy: It's a talent show.
Becky: OK. I like the sound of that! As long as we can change the another option
channel at 8. | want to see CSI.
Andy: OK. That's fine with me!

Suggest checking
the TV guide.
Express dislike & ask
about another
option.

Agree but say
another show you
want to watch later.

Suggest

Agree

13
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b Weird weather

tornado

2 @SN THiNKk! | Close your eyes and listen to

d
Vocabular forecast; do We fice
4 interested in the weather or our suﬂg‘asses
Weather phenomena ke ever-ending

In three minutes, complete the word map
with as many words as you can. Compare lightning storm ight soun 4 crazy

with your partner. of animals! This t, these kinds

jeve it or NO
but, believe ! y
of weird weather phenomen

actually happen -

shower
WEATHER

extreme
conditions

are Used to exreme
¢ conditions.

the music and sounds. What is the
weather like? What can you hear, : i _For cent Jent

. . \
see, feel, smell? Tell the class. * : her and cause N

() Listen and say. Have you heard of any of sloud has a siver
these phenomena? Which can you see in Ve ever‘\}t’rogen oxide which
the pictures? - or. Another kind of

o — . pall of brightV
* raining animals e giant hailstones e pink snow

e red rain e an everlasting lightning storm
¢ ball lightning e a fire tornado e blue moon
* a moonbow (lunar rainbow)

Reading & Listening

Read the title of the text and the subtitles.
Which of the weather phenomena are they
about?

() Listen and read to find out.

@ Complete the sentences using words from the
box in the correct form.

Read again and mark the sentences T (true),

F (false) or DS (doesn’t say). Justify your 1 According to the ....ccceovevieieiiiiiieecee
answers. it will rain this evening.

2 Ifyouare outina ..cccocevevverierierierieieieieenen, ,

It rains a lot in Catatumbo, Venezuela.  ...... never take shelter under big trees,

IF'S po‘ssibile that'the Catatumbo 3 The devastating tsunami in Japan made ..........
lightning is helping the Earth. ... , shocking people everywhere.
Ball lightning appears for longer 4 Most tornadoes in the northern hemisphere

CERROmEIIEOIE, e

Firg tgrnados can hap-pen When in the opposite direction to the hands of a clock.
a fire is very hot and it's windy. ... 5 A broke out causing the

They don't happen very often. ... ofalls 2 o TaedL
The rain of fish is a new phenomenon. ... 6 Scientists are working hard to ..............c..........

Strong winds probably causeit. ... the ozone layer before it is too late,



weather forecast, wrap up warm, never-ending,
lightning storm, weather phenomena, constantly,
crash into, violent, silver lining, nitrogen oxide,
restore, ozone layer, occur, whirling, temperature,
wildfire, make world news, astonished, spin, ignite,
rare, region, witness, violent storm, miracle,

dioms underground river, above ground

Learning idioms improves your ability to read in
English and understand colloquial conversation.
Compare idioms in the English language to idioms in
your language. This will help you remember them.

b) Use the idioms to fill in the blanks.

outside!

GO help Bill. HE'S....veevveveeiicieecieceeeeea !
Jane always leaves when there’s a problem,
She's SUCh @ oo

| found a new job that | like better after Iosmg
my old one. YOU S€€, ...ccoevevverieieieiieieiieienas !
today. She’s got a cold.

Weather idioms

7 a) Match the idioms (1-5) with their
meanings (A-E). Are there similar ones
in your language?

raining cats and dogs

every cloud has a silver lining
fair-weather friend

in a fog

is under the weather

Speaking & Writing

Tell your partner four things you have
learned from the texts.

however bad the situation is, something
positive always comes from it

confused, puzzled

someone who is only around when things are good
rain very heavily

feels a bit ill

THink! | Imagine you have experienced

one of the weird phenomena in the texts.
In three minutes, write about your
experience and feelings. Tell the class. Start
like this: I’'m in the region of Yoro, Honduras. It
has been raining since morning. Right now it’s ...
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1 | rail accident
2 landslide

3 flood

4 factory explosion
5 road accident

6 plane crash

1 severe/freak storm “
8 environmenta\ disaster

g tsunami
10 earthquake

11 war
12 avalanche

Vocabulary 4 '\ -
Disasters IS TRAIN COLLISION INJURES 50 > \

1 a (Wlisten and say the Il Violent Tremors Hit Capital City ISB oil Spill Blackens Coast
types of disasters. Which are:
e s A0 Il 20 SURVIVORS RESCUED FROM AIRCRAFT

can you see in the pictures? " Bl
b) Which accident/disaster (1-12) best EL mt':;'::;::l PI::II I DOWNTOWN BUILDINGS

matches each of the headlines (A-H). DAMAGED BY HURRICANE
Which words helped you decide? 3 Rising River

2 a) (/Listen to some people describing Waters Close Roads Il side 0f Mountain
the disasters in the pictures 1-4. Match the Collapses Onto Homes
descriptions A-D to the disasters 1-4.

Listening

b) Choose a picture and describe it to your
partner in as much detail as possible. 4 ) You'll hear a radio news report.

Speaking For questions 1-5, listen and check (v)
o . . T (true) or F (false).
Giving bad news & reacting TTF
3 CD Use the headlines in Ex. 1b and the 1 The train crash happened at
language in the box to make exchanges, as in lunchtime.
the example. 2 No one died in the accident.
i) lree) mane eREG 3 Tht?trliaason fortthe lights' failure
isn't known yet.
o Did you hear? There's been ... . o |t's awful, isn't it? 4 The flood is i;ue to a burst water
e Did you see/hear about the ... on e Oh no! That's awful/ pipe
th ? terrible! '
€ NEws ermbie , 5 The town suffered a worse flood
e Have you heard? e Really? How horrible! last vear
e Guess what happened! e | don't believe it! year
e You'll never guess what's happened! '  That's so sad/ 5 w Research for a disaster
¢ Look at this! depressing, etc. which was in the news last month.
A: Did you hear? There’s been a major train crash and 50 Prepare a short news report for the local
people have been injured. TV station. Talk about: place, date, event,

B: It's awful, isn't it? what happened.



A story

L Writing =)

Writing stories

Before we start writing a story, we first decide on
the type of story, the main characters and the plot.
In the first paragraph, we set the scene (when/
where it happened, main characters, weather, what
happened first). In the main body paragraphs, we
describe the events in the order they happened
leading to the climax event (the main event) and the
climax event. In the final paragraph, we write what
happened in the end and how the character(s) felt.
We use time linkers (as, when, after, later, while,
suddenly, finally etc.) to help the reader follow our
story. We can also use a variety of adjectives and
adverbs and direct speech to make our story more
interesting to the reader.

1 Read the story and answer the questions.

1 How does the writer set the scene?

2 What's the climax event?

3 What happened in the end? How did the
characters feel?

Which adjectives has the writer used to
describe the following: ride, adventure.

2

b) Find the adverbs the writer has used to
describe the following: making our
way, screaming, train rocking, got out of his
seat, we got up.

3 Fill in the sentences with a suitable
adjective or adverb from the list.

¢ deafening ¢ dark e rapidly e carefully
¢ terrified e violently e massive e heavy

1 The thunder was ........ccccceevvvvieinnnnnne and the
windows were shaking ..........cccocevvevininennnn .

2 | felt absolutely ......ccccceoveunnen. when | saw the
........................... wave rushing .......c.cccceeeeueeee.
towards us.

3 clouds filled the sky as
the e rain poured down.

4 Simon drove ......ccocceevireiinininee across the
bridge.

Writing b

< UNAWAY, Train,..

By b7 B

During my summer vacation, my friend James and | were
traveling across the U.S.A. One day, we decided to take a
journey on a steam train which became a thrilling adventure.
We had been enjoying the smooth ride when something
went terribly wrong. We had just come out of a tunnel and
we were slowly making our way down a hill when suddenly
there was a loud screeching noise. Then, instead of slowing
down we began to speed up.

People started screaming frantically. As we all held onto our
seats the train started rocking dangerously from side to
side. A man got out of his seat and ran quickly to the front
of the train. A few minutes later, the train began to slow
down. Soon after that, we pulled into the next station and
we all got up anxiously to see what had happened. It seems
the driver had hit his head and fallen unconscious.

Luckily, the passenger had got there in time to slow down
the train and save the day. We were relieved to hear that no
one had been hurt and that the engineer was well.

4 Put the pictures in the correct order (1-4)
to make the outline of a story.

— 11 - 'y

5 A magazine has asked its readers to send in
stories (150-200 words) about a nasty
experience. Use the pictures in Ex. 4 to

write the story. Follow the plan.

set the scene: characters, when/where,

Para 1:

weather (One hot day, Matt &...., After they ...)
Paras 2/3: events in order they happened & climax
event (By the time they got ... ., Dark
clouds... ., All of a sudden, ...)
what happened in the end, feelings (Before
long ... Everyone sighed with relief.)

Para 4:

(W) Writing Bank: stories

17
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ﬁ- 1 What do you know at

A mUAN wm >

4

5

tsunamis? What else
you like to know? Write
three questions you would like
to ask.

() Listen and read to see if
you can answer your questions.

Read again and match the
subheadings (A-G) to the
paragraphs (1-6). There is one
extra heading.

A frequent phenomenon
Happening one after the other
High tide

Deadly power

A sudden movement

Less by degree

Below the surface

Complete the sentences with
words/phrases from the
box.

A tsunami can be caused by a(n)
................................ underwater.
When the Earth’s ..........c..ccoc.......
move suddenly, an earthquake
happens.

A tsunami is similar to throwing
a(n) into a lake, but
on a much larger .........c.cccoeee. :
When the water reaches the ......
and comes
it destroys
everything in its ........ccoceevvennee s
A tsunami €can .......cccoceveenenennne
buildings and destroy ecosystems.

....................

..................................

Tell your partner or write four
things you have learned about
tsunamis.

&’ Collect more

information about tsunamis.
Use the key word: tsunami
Present your information to
the class.

1

|A tlunami is a large wave tk!at
travels at great speed towards
land. They are usually caused by
an undersea earthquake, but they
can also happen after a large
undersea landslide and an
underwater volcanic eruption.

of disaster

[2] |

When an undersea earthquake happens, the Earth’s tectonic plates move
suddenly downwards or upwards. This usually happens on a fault line and
one plate slides below the neighboring plate causing a large amount of water
to be forced upwards.

3] |

This water forms a wave. Just like when you throw a pebble into a lake, the
water ripples outwards. It is the same with a tsunami, but the water doesn't
stop moving until it reaches land.

4] |

As the wave moves towards the land, it increases in speed and strength. Not
all tsunamis are giant waves when they hit the shore, though. Many of them
come inland as a strong and fast tide. However, the impact of the water often
destroys everything in its path.

5]

After the initial tsunami hits land, there are often other waves following it, that
can be just as big, which slowly get smaller over time. The same as the ripples
from the pebble mentioned before, but on a much larger scale.

6] |

Water is a very powerful force and can cause tremendous damage. As well as
the loss of life that a tsunami can cause, it can flatten buildings and trees and
destroy whole ecosystems.

speed, undersea landslide, volcanic eruption, tectonic plates, fault
line, slide, force, pebble, ripple, outwards, shore, come inland, fast
tide, impact, in its path, initial, on a large scale, tremendous
damage, loss of life, flatten, ecosystem




Phrasal verbs/Prepositions

1 Choose the correct particle(s).

back away: move backwards from sth/sb

back down: give in, accept defeat

back up: make a copy of a file/program etc.

back sb up: give support to sh

back out: decide not to do sth

call sb back: return sb's phone call

call off: cancel

carry on: continue

carry out: do sth as planned (a plan/order/threat etc.),
perform or conduct (repairs, research, tests, etc.)

1 The guard asked the passengers to back away/
down from the edge of the train platform.

The school carried on/out a fire safety drill.
Despite his accident, Aron carried on/out climbing.
Back up/out your computer files regularly.

The match was called off/back due to heavy rain.
She backed down/out from the race in the end.

S Ul A WN

2 Choose the correct preposition.

Tsunamis travel at/on a great speed.

Aron Ralston lives his life from/to the fullest.
Martin's photos are always at/in high demand.
The tsunami destroyed everything on/in its path.
The man was begging in/for help.

Uil A W N =

Words often confused

3 Choose the correct word.

1
2
3
4
5

He had to be very careful to stay/keep alive.
The ground started to shake/jump.

The clouds blocked/closed the view.

The water raised/rose fast.

The tsunami reached/arrived land fast.

@)
Az

1 A lava fountain can shoot up
to three feet.

2 Aron Ralston was trapped
for a week.

3 Blue John Canyon is in Utah.

4 Hurricane Katrina hit
New Orleans in 2005.

/

Language in Use _

Word formation

Fill in the sentences with the correct word
in the list.

Compound adjectives

We form compound adjectives with two words, usually joined
by a hyphen. We often use adjective/noun/number +
noun + -ed (red-haired, two-faced),
adjective/adverb/noun + past participle (short-
tempered, well known), adjective/adverb/noun +
present participle (long-lasting, time-consuming).

o well e thought ¢ man e thirty e never

The lightning storm in Catatumbo is almost

The children were very ........cccoccoveneiinciinenee
behaved for the babysitter.

[SaW @ ooovvveeeiiiine, provoking documentary
about earthquakes last night.

Lava fountains can reach as highas a ..................
story building.

Lives are lost every year through natural and
.................................... made disasters.

Collocations

Fill in: arm, flow, dormant, volcanic, take, struck,
environmental, tectonic, emergency, freelance.

.................... plates | 6 .................. services
lava ..o, T
............................... disaster

photographer 8 volcano
................ eruption | 9 ......... precautions
prosthetic .............. 10 disaster ................

Read through Module 1 and mark the sentences T (true) or F (false). Now
write a quiz of your own. Give it to your partner. Check their answers.

5 Fire tornadoes are rare.

6 Lake Portchartrain is in the
north of New Orleans.

7 Floods cause tsunamis.

8 In Honduras, it rains fish
every summer.
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"| Revision

1 Fill in: predictable, demand, collapsed, grabbed,
fainted, administer, remote, stable, survivors.

1 33 men were trapped underground when a

MINE i in Chile.

2 ANNI oo with exhaustion
after walking all day in the hot sun.

3 Islipped and .......ccccoevviiviiiiinn. John's arm
to stop myself from falling.

4 The Blue John Canyon is very .......c.cccccovvuenene. ;
no one lives nearby and it's difficult to get to.

5 There were five .....cccccoveneiiciicnee, of the

plane crash; it's amazing!

6 You always know what's going to happen in
that soap opera; it's SO ...coevvveviiiieiiciciei, !

7 His photographs are in great ........c..ccccocevennenne.
all over the world.

8 The ground beneath usisn't ...........cccceeveirnne ;
it's moving all the time.

9 It was very difficult for himto ..o

first aid to himself. 9x2=18 marks

7 Putthe verbs in parentheses in the correct
present or past tense form.

T AMY e (sleep) when
the earthquake happened.

2 TheY oo, (travel)
to Iceland next week.

3 Billy oo (go) climbing every weekend.

4 Thousands of people ......ccccoeereinennn (lose)
their lives during the earthquake so far.

5 Sam coooiveiiiiiiiee (read) at the moment.

6 They .o, (look) at the fire

as it was quickly spreading.
6x2=12 marks

3 Choose the correct tense.

1 Aron had climbed/had been climbing in the
Blue John Canyon when his accident happened.

2 By the time we arrived at the beach, it has
been starting/had started to pour with rain.

3 Samantha was nervous about skiing because she
had never tried/had never been trying it before.

4 Sally felt cold on the mountain walk because she
hadn’t been wearing/hadn’t worn a warm coat.

5 Brian was angry because he had been waiting/

has waited for Hannah for an hour.
5x2=10 marks

20

4 Match the exchanges.

[1] | Can'twewatch CSI? A It's nearly finished.
[2] ] Do we have towatch B |don't like the

this? sound of that.
[3] ] There’sadocumentary C Sure, here you are.

about whales on D Yes,isn'tit awful?

channel 2 at 5. E OK, but then

[4] | Did you hear about we're switching
the landslide? over to channel 3.
[5] ]

Can you pass me the
TV guide? 5x4=20 marks

Read Jane's story and mark the sentences
T (true) or F (false).

One boiling hot day while | was on vacation in Australia
last year, | went for a walk in the nearby forest to cool
down under the tall trees.

| had been walking for about half an hour when | started
to smell smoke. It was getting stronger and stronger.
Suddenly, | saw a cloud of black smoke and heard the
crackle of flames. It was a forest fire!

| started to panic. | had walked so far, | had lost my sense
of direction. A moment later, | saw the blaze burning up
the trees in front of me. The flames were spreading from
branch to branch and | was surrounded! Just then, |
heard the roar of a plane. It was the firefighters! | looked
up to see a torrent of water fall on the fire.

As the fire began to die, | ran to safety. | saw other
firefighters on the ground who led me away from the
flames. | was so lucky that they had arrived just in time!

Jane had been walking in the forest all day. .......
She saw the flames before she heard them. .......
Jane didn’t know where shewas. ...
The fire spread through the trees. ...
Some firefighters helped Jane

to escape the flames. ...
5x4=20 marks

Ul B W IN =

G Write a story called “A lucky escape”
(150-200 words). 20 marks

Total: 100 marks

Check your progress

o talk and write about disasters

o talk and write about accidents and injuries
o decide what to watch on TV

o give bad news & react

* write a story

o talk about tsunamis

\GOOD v/ VERY GOOD /v EXCELLENT /v/




SAMPLE PAGE

6

1

S FROM PRIME TIME 4
WORKBOOK SECTION

% % Fill in the missing letters.

We watch this on TV if we want to know whether to take an
umbrella with us.
This can happen when high temperatures mix with strong
winds.

It protects the Earth from the sun’s harmful radiation.
o__ _ |

When someone doesn’t feel well, we say he/she is ...
u_ the w

An event that is surprising and unexpectedly good.
m__ _c.e

% Complete the crossword with the types of disasters
shown in the pictures.

8 X Fillin: tectonic, powerful,
undersea, fault, giant, tremendous.

1 The tsunami in Japan in 2011
CaUSed ..o damage.

2 An earthquake is a very
natural force.

3 Tsunamis are
waves which can wipe out areas
within seconds.

4 The places in the Earth's crust

Where ... plates meet
and move against each other are
clled ..o lines.
5 AN o

earthquake 19 miles below sea level
caused the 2004 Asian tsunami.

Everyday English

9 % Use the sentences (A-F) to
complete the dialogue. One
sentence isn’t necessary.

Isn't there anything else on?

| like the sound of that!

OK. That's fine with me!

| happen to find it interesting.
Anyway, it's nearly finished.
Why don’t you look in the TV
guide?

T mUOUNnw >

=

What are you watching this silly

game show for?

1) e .

What's on later?

2) .

After this there’s CSI on Channe

1 or a cooking show on Channel

3.

3)

A: The Daily Show is on Channel 2.
You know, it's a talk show. We
can watch that.

B: OK.4) oo As long

as we can change the channel at

9. I want to see Grey's Anatomy.

P wmEw®

o
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SAMPLE PAGES FROM PRIME TIME 4

WORKBOOK SECTION

Grammar

10 % Complete the exchanges with the verbs in

parentheses in the simple present, present progressive,
simple past, past progressive, present perfect or the present
perfect progressive.

AL YOU oo (look) tired, Tom.

B YOS, | oo (hike) all day.

A, ever ..o, (you/have) a bad accident?

B: YOS 1 ONCE oot (trip) on a
FOCk and .....oooveeiiiiiee e (break) my arm.

A WA et (you/do)
to your finger, Jane? It looks swollen.

B: | o (slam) a door on it yesterday morning.

A HOW Often ..oovvvvveiiiiieiieeeeiiec e, (you/go) mountain
climbing, Sam?

B | e (go) about once a month.

SRR (go) this weekend, actually.
A: Look at Mark and James! They ........cccccevvevivinviininine,
(dive) from the cliff!

B: Yes. | think they .....cccovvviiiiiiiiiiie (enjoy)
themselves!

AL WRNAT oot (you/do)
when the earthquake happened?

B | et (do) my homework
while Tim and Sally .....coooveieniiiiiieie, (watch) TV.

11 % Put the verbs in parentheses in the past perfect or the

past perfect progressive.

SATA ettt (miss) for eight hours
before we found her.

Peter was upset because he
.............................. (see) a horrible car crash.

HOW ONG .ot (Aron/climb)
before the accident happened?

Ann felt cold because she ........cccoovevveveiviiiiiiiiiee, (forget)
to take her coat.

TOM oo (wait) for two hours when

the rescue helicopter finally arrived.

12 % % Use the past perfect or the past perfect progressive to

Uil & W N =

complete the sentences.

James was exhausted because
They had already .......ccooeviveriniie e
By the time Brian arrived, .......c.cccovvevieieninienieecec e
He had been .......ccoevvvevevivieiiciiccin, before .....coveevvnn. .
Kelly was angry because ...........ccoceveiniiiincincniicee .

132 % Fill in: out (x2), on, back,
off.

1 Simon carried .............. playing in
the football game, even though
he had sprained his ankle.

2 Unfortunately, the hike was
called ......... due to heavy snow.

3 Mr. Bentley isn't here right now.
Canyou call ............ later?

4 Jenny backed
camping trip after catching the flu.

5 The school carries ................... an
earthquake drill every month.

b) % Fill in: in, with, into, to,
under.

1 Jo's photos of mountains are .........
high demand; lots of people want
to buy them.

2 You should live your life .................
the fullest and enjoy every day.

3 Jimis e the weather today.
He has a fever.

4 The bus changed direction and
crashed ........... a tree.

5 Bill fainted ........... exhaustion after
finishing the marathon.

14 % Fill in the sentences with
the correct words derived from
the words in parentheses.

1 Scientists fear that the storm will
................................ and become
a major hurricane. (STRONG)

2 The mayor ordered the ................
of New Orleans to evacuate the
city immediately. (RESIDE)

3 The storm was SO ......cccccveeuveee.
that it destroyed the whole
village. (POWER)

4 There was a lot of violence and
............................ of department
stores after Hurricane Katrina hit
the city. (LOOT)

5 The city is making a slow
............................... . (RECOVER)



SAMPLE PAGES FROM PRIME TIME 4
WORKBOOK SECTION

mane”

— .
——— —_—

A life on the ocean promises freedom and
adventure. But the “big blue” can also be
dangerous and unpredictable.

Read Tami Oldham Ashcraft’s
story of loss and survival at sea.

incredible

In September 1983, 23-year-old Tami and her fiancé Richard
Sharp were preparing to set sail from Tahiti; their task was to
deliver the 44-foot luxury yacht “Hazana” across the Pacific to
its owners in San Diego. [ 1] ] Leaving Tahiti, Tami and
Richard enjoyed clear blue skies. What's more, the weather
forecast predicted fine conditions throughout their 31-day
journey.

Indeed, it was smooth sailing until day 17, when the dawn
broke with gray skies and rain. [2] | A small land bird
crash-landed onto the deck. The two sailors found it strange
that the wind had carried the bird so far from shore. The next
day, weather reports warned that a tropical storm — a category
4 hurricane - was developing off the shores of South America.
By day 19, the storm was coming closer. During the early
hours of the following day, the wind became even stronger

waves were dangerous
with some reaching 50 feet high — about the height of a five-
story building! [ 3] ] Then it happened; the last thing Tami
remembers is Richard’s scream; suddenly, the boat fell into a
huge rolling wave — spinning the yacht 360 degrees and
launching it into the air.

27 hours later, Tami regained consciousness. The sea was
calm, but there was no sign of Richard. The yacht had taken
on over three feet of water. Both its mast and sails had been
destroyed. The motor and all the electronics were dead.
Without a radio, Tami couldn’t signal for help. [4] ] There
was one saving grace: the yacht’s rudder had survived.

Tami was injured and completely alone. Fighting shock,
depression, and fear, she somehow charted a course to the
Hawaiian Islands. [5] | Her ordeal lasted 41 days and
1,500 miles.

It's amazing that Tami survived. Nowadays, she continues to
sail and has written a book called Red Sky in Mourning, telling

her story of “love, loss, and survival at sea.” )
o

Reading

15 2 % Read the text. Five

sentences are missing. Match
each sentence (A-F) to a
blank (1-5). There is one
extra sentence.

Richard sent Tami below deck to
check the barometer while he
remained at the wheel.

And then there were the calm days.
With only a small supply of
canned foods and water left,
things seemed hopeless.

Both were already experienced
sailors.

Hour after hour, for as long as she
could, Tami steered the boat.
Then, the wind became increasingly
unpredictable.

b) % Imaging being Tami
reaching land after 41 days.
How would you feel?

Listening

16 ** G+ You will hear part of an interview with a rescue

worker who helped after the earthquake and tsunami in
Japan in March 2011. For each question, choose the
correct answer A, B, or C.

Simon helped after the disaster in Japan because he was ...
A a trained professional. B on vacation there.
C a volunteer charity worker.

The most difficult aspect of the rescue effort was the ....
A poorroads. B lack of machinery. C poor weather.

Simon became very disappointed one time when ...
A he wasn't present when a survivor was found.
B his radio stopped working.

C he hoped to find a survivor, but didnt.

Simon says it isn't common to find survivors ....
A one week after a disaster. B after four days.
C after such a terrible earthquake.

He says he found the Japanese people ...
A organized. B hopeless.
C very positive.
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SAMPLE PAGES FROM PRIME TIME 4

WORKBOOK SECTION

Writing (a story)
17 % Read the story and answer the questions.

1 How does the writer set the scene? (characters, when/where,
weather, feelings) .....cocvvveiiieiicec

A LBUCKY escape

i} Last summer, | went on the vacation of a lifetime to the Caribbean
with my friends Tom and Sarah. It was very relaxing and beautiful there
and the sun shone every day. We felt like we were in paradise!

D Tom is an experienced sailor and so one day, he suggested
renting a sailing yacht. We had been sailing around all day and having a
fantastic time, when suddenly we realized that dark clouds had
appeared in the sky and the wind had started to blow quite strongly.
Before long, a violent storm broke out. The boat was moving up and
down wildly, when it hit a huge rock!

E> Tom tried to get control of the boat, but we soon realized that the
yacht was sinking. Tom quickly got the rescue dinghy ready and we all
jumped in. It was extremely windy and frightening out on the open sea.
We were sure that we couldn’t survive in the dinghy for long. Then, we
saw a motorboat speeding towards us. It was a rescue boat!

E’ When we finally reached the shore, we were shaking with shock,
but very relieved. The next day, we were even interviewed on the local

radio station. We knew we had had a very lucky escape!

1 8 a) % Fill in the blanks in the extracts with the correct
adjectives/adverbs from the list.

e suddenly ¢ dark e horrified ¢ calm ¢ rough
* loudly e happily e quickly

We had been kayaking along 1) ..........cccoceee. inthe2) ...............
blue sea for a couple of hours, when the waves started to get
3) CA) , Sam cried out 5) ..o and
wWe were 6) .................. as we watched his kayak capsize and he fell
outand7) ... disappeared under the 8) ................ waves.

b)  Circle all the adverbs in the story. Which verb
does each describe?

32

¢) k% Read the story in
Ex. 17 again and fill in the
correct adjectives. Make
sentences using the

collocations.
T sailor 5 ... rock
2 time 6 ..o sea
3 clouds 7 ... escape
4 .. storm

19 % Choose the correct linking
words. What linking words are
used in the story in Ex. 17?

1 We were rowing along when
suddenly/finally we saw
something moving in the river.

2 The car swerved. Then/Later, it
turned upside down.

3 It started to rain and finally/
before long we were soaking wet.

4 The river burst its banks. Ten
minutes later/After, the water was
rushing down the road like a river.

5 When/As the car rolled down the
hill, it went faster and faster.

2032 * Look at the pictures
showing a story, then
write a list of the main
events in the story. Which
could be the climax event?

b) %% Now use your
sentences to write your
story. Add an appropriate
beginning and ending,
linking words, and give
your story a good title.
(150-200 words)



SAMPLE PAGE FROM
WRITING BANK

Stories

Stories can be written either in the first or the :' """""""""""""""" 1
third-person and present a series of events, Your school is holding a story-writing competition. You have 1
real or imaginary. The events in the story | been asked to write about a scary experience. Write your story:
should be written in the order in which they (150 200 words) for the Compet|t|0n 1
happen. Stories include: | B emmomoemomoemom oo e 4

e an introductory paragraph which sets
the scene (describes the time, place, people,

— A Traveler’s Tale by John Smith
activity, weather, etc.)

. e . people activity

’ lr?:(;;qbssyo?;:arﬁ’;:zc:n(?(ecsﬂzg'Z\/’:;g;%t; tlme\.One fall Saturde?y, my cousin Jack and|l went on alhiking.trig
the main event itself in the countryside. We had planned to stay at a hotel in a
the main event itself) place —= : . :

« a concluding paragraph (describing what village that night. As we were walking late in the afternoon,
happens in the end, people’s reactions/feelings, etc) we realized we had lost our way. It was getting dark and

Stories are characterized by: - stormy and we began to feel desperate. weather

o the use of past tenses (The sun was shining sequencg\The next moment, we saw an old-fashioned stone cottage
brightly when they set out. She put on her coat, linker by the side of the road, so we decided to stop and ask for
opened the door and went outside. When the waiter directions. A little white-haired old lady came to the door,
broughtthe bill, Mr. Bartlett was embarrassed to find descriptive smiling sweetly. Hearing we were lost, she invited us inside.
he had forgotten to bring his wallet,) adverb ™ "You're welcome to stay the night,” she said. “You can

e linking words/phrases that convey time
and sequence of events (first/at first, then/
next, after/before that, during, while, meanwhile,
as soon as, the moment that, by the time, in the
end/finally, etc.)

e descriptive adjectives/adverbs to make

direct—"reach the village easily in the morning.” Half an hour later,
speech  we were eating a hot meal in her cozy kitchen. After that,
she showed us upstairs to two clean comfortable beds.
The next morning, we stopped at the hotel in the village.
Imagine our amazement when the hotel owner told us who

the story more interesting (elegant, pleasant, we had stayed with.“That’s old Mrs. Heron. She’s been dead
breathtaking, fast, politely, softly, etc.) for sixty years. She used to put up travelers overnight.”

o direct speech to make the story more Jack and | looked at each other in horror. Did we imagine it
dramatic (“What are you doing?” she yelled.) or had we seen a ghost?|l suppose we will never know.

people’s reactions/teelings

Starting a story/Setting the scene

o Karen felt (exhausted) as she had been (studying
hard for her exams for six months).

* The birds were singing happily when Tom
woke up on Saturday. 1 Put the events in the story in the order in which they

Leading up to the main event happened.

o At first, we didn't notice (anything strange).

¢ The (party) had only just (started) when ...

¢ The next thing (Tom) knew, (hewas ...).

i

They reached the hotel.

An old lady came to the door.

They heard a scary story.

The writer and his cousin were out hiking.

The main event/climax of the story
* They started (screaming and shouting in panic).
o | felt sure (the plane) was going to (crash).

Describing people/places/objects/feelings

¢ The old man behind the counter ...

¢ The streets of the small town were crowded
during Carnival week.

¢ Small puffy white clouds drifted lazily above
our heads.

* To their (surprise/disgust/horror, etc.) ...,

* Imagine our (disappointment) when ...

They talked to the hotel owner.
They stopped to ask the way.

They went to bed.

They got lost.

They ate a meal.

She invited them to stay the night.

Ending a story They saw a cottage.

o I've never felt so (relieved/scared, etc.) in my
whole life.

* He knew he would never ... again. 7 Underline all the time words and phrases in the story that

* It was the most (embarrassing) moment ['ve show the sequence of events. Compare with your partner.
ever eXperIenced.

ARmaRmEcEEn
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